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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE CATALOG 
The purpose of this course catalog is to provide parents and students with information regarding 
middle school course offerings and graduation requirements. This catalog is designed to assist 
students in planning the most appropriate program for the next school year, as well as the 
remainder of their time at Divine Savior Academy. The student’s homeroom teacher is one of the 
most important resources for each student to plan his/her middle school path. Students, 
parents, teachers, and homeroom teachers should discuss each student’s selections prior to or 
during the pre-registration process. 
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TWO-YEAR COURSE PLANNER 
 

This tool assists students who would wish to plan their course work for all three of the middle school 
years at Divine Savior Academy.  The Three-Year Course Planner is particularly useful to those who 
already have a clear idea of their intended career path or are certain of plans to attend a post-
secondary institution. 

 

6th GRADE (normally totals 7 credits) 

Department Credit Semester 1 Course Semester 2 Course 

Theology  1 credit Growing in the Word -Theology 6 

English Language Arts 1 credit English Language Arts 6 

Math 1 credit Course 1 / Course 2  / Course 3             

Science  1 credit General Science 6 

Social Studies  1 credit Civics 

PE/Spanish 1 credit  Physical Education 6 Native/Non-Native Spanish 

Electives 1 credit   

  
7th GRADE (normally totals 7 credits)        

Department Credit Semester 1 Course Semester 2 Course 

Theology  1 credit In the Image of God -Theology 7 

English Language Arts  1 credit English Language Arts 7 

Math  1 credit Course 1 / Course 2 / Course 3 / (H) Algebra 1 

Science 1 credit  General Science 7 

Social Studies 1 credit Texas History 

PE/Spanish 1 credit Physical Education 7 Native/Non-Native Spanish 

Electives 1 credit   
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CHAPEL AND WORSHIP 
The main focus of our Academy is to help students better understand Christ’s love in their lives. 
While this is present in classes, we also reinforce this during our chapel and worship services.  

On Wednesday mornings, students attend a chapel service that is led by a Divine Savior pastor 
or teacher.  Each service features an applicable lesson based on a reading from the Bible, a 
worship song, and prayer.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - CORE CLASSES 

Growing in the Word - Theology 6 

Credit: One (1) Credit 

This course unites the historical narratives of the Old and New Testament into one cohesive story that reveals 
God’s amazing plan of salvation from sin, death, and Satan through His one and only Son.  The secondary focus 
is to lay the foundation of Christian doctrine by introducing the Six Chief Parts of the Catechism (10 
Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Lord’s Supper, Use of the Keys and Confession). 

 

In the Image of God - Theology 7          

Credit: One (1) Credit 

This course takes a catechetical and apologetic approach to examine how the triune God brought all things into 
existence and made humanity in His image.  Through disobedience that image was lost and the consequences 
that followed were great: selfishness, suffering, and separation. Yet through faith in Christ, God has restored 
man’s true identity, given a confident hope, and restored us to life, now and in eternity. 

 

English Language Arts 6          

Credit: One (1) Credit 

Over the course of the Springboard program, students read and analyze a wide range of texts in genres 
including poetry, novels, plays, biographies, nonfiction narratives, speeches, and films. They also learn to write in 
forms including essays, personal narratives, argumentative texts such as editorials, and research papers. 

The Grade 6 curriculum is built around the theme of “Change” and throughout the year students will: 

• Read works by Langston Hughes, John Steinbeck, and Sandra Cisneros. 

• Write narrative, explanatory, and argumentative texts. 

• Learning strategies for planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing their own writing. 

• Explore the fundamentals of research, including citations and how to evaluate the credibility of sources. 

• Deepen their understanding of topics through film and multimedia. 

English 6 students focus on correcting run-on sentences, direct and indirect objects, identifying objects of 
prepositions, verb tense, and more. 

THEOLOGY 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
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English Language Arts 7 

Credit: One (1) Credit 

Over the course of the Springboard program, students read and analyze a wide range of texts in genres 
including poetry, novels, plays, biographies, nonfiction narratives, speeches, and films. They also learn to write in 
forms including essays, personal narratives, argumentative texts such as editorials, and research papers. 

In Grade 7 students explore the theme of “Choice” and throughout the year students will: 

• Read works by Nelson Mandela, Robert Frost, Sojourn Truth, and William Shakespeare. 

• Learning close reading strategies to discover explicit and implicit content within texts. 

• Write in narrative, explanatory, and argumentative modes. 

• Examine how ideas are explored through film and multimedia. 

English 7 students cover appositives and appositive phrases, adjective and adverb dependent clauses, nouns of 
direct address, adverb and adjective prepositional phrases, and more. 

 

Civics            

Credit: One (1) Credit 

The goal of this class is to provide the students with a well-rounded understanding of how the American 
government and economy operate and affect their lives.  This will allow students to better understand American 
culture and appreciate its government and values. This social studies course is required by the Florida 
Department of Education. 

Prerequisite: Geography or equivalent course 

 

Texas History            
Credit: One (1) Credit 

This course traces the history of Texas from early inhabitants to current times. Students begin the year studying 
various aspects of Texas’s geography. As the year progresses, students study important time periods in Texas’s 
history and roles Texas and its people played in various U.S. and world events.  

One of the main components of the curriculum is utilizing document-based questions (DBQs) to help students 
develop high-level critical thinking skills in answering a compelling essential question. Students progress 
through a six-step process: 

1. The Hook Exercise: students are engaged and oriented to an essential question 

2. The Background Essay: students learn essential context to better understand an historical timeframe 

3. Understanding the Purpose: students clarify the essential question and begin pre-organizational work 

4. Analyzing the Documents: students learn to search for evidence to support the thesis (answer to the 
essential question) 

5. Organization: students categorize their evidence from the documents and practice constructing a 
purposeful, direct thesis statement  

6. Outline and Writing: students use templates to create an outline and then write a multi-paragraph, 
evidence-based essay that answers an essential question 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
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Course 1 – Reveal Mathematics           

Credit: One (1) Credit 

In this course, students are given instruction that provides a solid foundation as they are preparing to begin work 
at a more complex level. Course content includes mastery of arithmetic and orders of operation, numerical and 
algebraic expressions and inequalities, ratios and rates, percents, coordinate geometry, geometric measures, 
and statistical measures and displays, as well as applications to life through real-world story problems. Through 
successful completion of this course, students will be prepared to advance to Course 2.  

 

Course 2 – Reveal Mathematics         

Credit: One (1) Credit 

Mathematics is an integral part of every school’s curriculum. In this course, students are given instruction that 
provides a solid foundation as they build an understanding for the mathematical world of pre-algebra. Course 
content includes mastery of arithmetic and orders of operation, proportional relationships, rational numbers, 
algebraic expressions and equations, inequalities, geometric figures and their measures, statistical measures and 
displays, and probability, as well as applications to life through real-world story problems. Through successful 
completion of this course, students will be prepared to advance to a PreAlgebra (Course 3) or an equivalent 
course. 

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Course 1 or an equivalent course 

 

The Middle School Science curriculum covers a series of nine units over the course of three academic years, 
each grade completing three units in a school year. Sixth and seventh grade courses feature units that cover life 
and earth science, while 8th grade studies physical science. Elements of engineering and design are embedded 
throughout each unit. Within these units, content and activities are aligned with the Next Generation Science 
Standards. All content is taught with a Biblical Worldview, with God’s Word as the ultimate source of truth. 

 
 

General Science 6 - Teachers’ Curriculum Institute 

Credit: One (1) Credit 

• Ecosystems: Students will model interdependence in ecosystems, photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration, energy flow and cycling of matter, biodiversity, and explore the human impacts on 
ecosystems and biodiversity. 

• Weather and Climate: Students will investigate the atmosphere and energy transfer, the water cycle, air 
pressure and air masses, weather prediction, climate factors and patterns, and Earth’s changing climate. 

• Planet Earth: Students will construct explanations about Earth’s natural resources, the rock and water 
cycles, rock layers, fossils, geologic time, plate tectonics, and natural hazards using varied time scales. 

Prerequisite: Science 5 

 

General Science 7 - Teachers’ Curriculum Institute 

MATHEMATICS 

SCIENCE 
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Credit: One (1) Credit 

• Adaptations: Students will identify cause-and-effect relationships between Earth’s history and the fossil 
record, natural selection and changes in species, genes and patterns of inheritance; and humans, 
evolution, and heredity.  

• Cells and Genetics: Students will explore traits, survival, and reproduction; the structure and functions of 
body systems and cells; genes and inheritance of traits, mutations, and engineering and genetics. 

• Space: Students will model cause-and-effect relationships involving Earth’s rotation, revolution, and 
tilted axis; lunar phases and eclipses, the solar system, galaxies, and the universe. 

Prerequisite: Science 6 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

GENERAL ELECTIVES 
 

Middle School Spanish      

Credit:  Half (1/2) Credit 

The DSA Spanish program focuses on a variety of curricular areas: reading, writing, oral communication, and 
listening. These courses are intended for students with limited exposure to the Spanish language. Students will 
be introduced to the sound system and grammatical structure of Spanish. They will mainly focus on developing 
skills in the areas of listening, speaking, basic reading, and writing. Additionally, students will acquire a 
knowledge of the geography, culture, and people of the regions in the world where Spanish is spoken. 

 
 

Middle School Physical Education        

Credit: Half (1/2) Credit      

Physical Education (PE) is a vital component for the development of a student’s physical, mental, and social well-
being.  The middle school PE program is designed to create physically educated individuals.  These individuals 
will be responsible, social, healthy, and skilled movers in a variety of activities.  The national PE standards will 
guide instruction by being the clear end-goals of what the students will learn and be able to do by the end of 
each unit.  Every day is planned to achieve daily objectives that are structured in a way to support student 
progress toward meeting these goals.  Therefore, every day has a purpose, and students will be active every 
day.  It is the vision of the program that the students will come to enjoy and seek physical activity while 
developing and maintaining a health-enhancing level of physical fitness throughout their lives. 

 

Middle School Art 

Credit:  Half (1/2) Credit 

Middle school students are taken to the art lab to learn about and practice artistic skills and concepts. The main 
objectives of the elementary art program are listed below: 

• to continually remind students about how art and their individual artistic abilities are a gift and blessing 
from God 

• to learn step-by-step drawing skills using basic shapes as a template 

• to understand various types of media in art and how each creates a different artistic effect 

• to discover different artists and time periods in art and examine their impact in the art world 

• to teach students how to manage time wisely to complete their own projects in class 
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Middle School Music 

Credit:  Half (1/2) Credit 

Middle school music class provides students with performance opportunities as individuals, in small groups, and 
as a whole class. Students learn to identify all of the notes of a scale and can sing or perform them in different 
combinations. Additional notes, rhythms, and time signatures are introduced in middle school music, allowing 
the students to build upon their musical foundation and perform duets with other students. Music reading is also 
an important part of the middle school curriculum. 

 

 
EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT 

 

Academic Support Program 

Our Academic Support Team consists of qualified classroom teachers and special education professionals that 
are available to assist students who need additional academic support in the classroom. Standardized testing 
scores, academic performance, and teacher observation and feedback determine which students need support 
and what type of support to provide. Academic support takes place both inside and outside of the classroom, in 
small groups or an individual setting, or through co-teaching. 
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