Early Childhood and Elementary

VIEWBOOK

Divine Savior is a Christian academy dedicated
to excellence. With campuses in Doral
and Delray Beach, Florida, DSA serves the
community with PreK3-12th grade education
in preschool, elementary school, middle school,
and high school.
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Welcome Letter from the Administration
Divine Savior Academy was founded with the mission of providing excellence in education rooted in the timeless truths of
God’s Word. More than a decade later, we have never been more confident, proud, and thankful to God for how well this is
being accomplished on our campus.
Through our supportive community and Christian environment, Divine Savior’s students are given the opportunities they
need to succeed. DSA is a place where they can discover, nurture, and maximize their God-given talents.
DSA has a rigorous, college-bound academic program, as well as fine arts, competitive athletics, personal guidance services,
and new state-of-the-art facilities. This program begins in preschool and is carried to completion through high school. We
invite you to read on to learn more about our programs and what our students are accomplishing here at Divine Savior.
The decision of where to send your student during these formative years is not an easy one. Critical choices that are made in
the early childhood years will affect your student’s academic, social, emotional, and spiritual development for years to come.
We are confident that Divine Savior Academy is prepared to meet all of these needs to give students the foundation they
need to transition into higher learning and, ultimately, life.
We are excited to share more about our programs with you, so we invite you to meet our nurturing and committed staff,
tour our beautiful new facilities, and see the impact an excellent education in a loving and Christ-centered environment can
have on your family. Please read on and then give us a call or schedule a tour online. Our doors are open to help both you
and your child make this important decision. We welcome the opportunity to share our Academy with you!
In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Carlos Leyrer, M.Div, MBA
President				
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Tim Biesterfeld, MSIIE		
Head of Schools			

Shawna Mehlberg, M.A.Ed.
Director of Early Childhood Education

A Tradition of Excellence
Divine Savior Academy is part of one of the largest private school systems in the United States
and operates campuses in Doral and Delray Beach, Florida.

Divine Savior Academy is part of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), one of the largest
private school systems in the United States. The WELS
has a rich tradition of academic excellence and has
operated highly-regarded schools across the United
States, the Caribbean, and the world for over 165 years.
Currently, WELS churches and associations operate 403
early childhood centers, 313 elementary schools, and 25
high schools across the nation.
On average, students attending WELS schools annually
outperform their peers by a considerable margin on
national achievement tests. We thank God for His
blessings on our schools and are excited to continue this
rich tradition of academic excellence in the communities
of Doral and Delray Beach.

Accreditation
Divine Savior Academy is accredited by the following
agencies:
• The Association of Independent Schools of Florida
(AISF)
• The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
(SACS)
• Accreditation International (AI)
• The National Council for Private School Accreditation
(NCPSA)
• Middle States Accreditation (MSA-CESS)
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Christian Environment

Christian education is Christ-centered education. The Savior and His love for us are at the heart of
all we think, do, and say. All subjects in our curriculum are taught from a Christian point of view,
and all activities are centered in a Christian environment.

Divine Savior Academy is a place where the Bible serves as the framework
for guidance and truth. It is a place where a love for God and His Word is
instilled and nurtured in our precious children. It is a place where students
learn Bible stories and apply them to everyday life. In short, DSA is a place
where children grow in their relationship with their Savior.
Divine Savior Academy is supported by Divine Savior Church and serves the
families of DSA with Bible classes, counseling, and worship services
in a loving, supportive community. For more information about Divine
Savior Church, visit www.DivineSaviorChurch.com.
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Academics

Divine Savior Academy’s curriculum is designed with flexibility to meet the needs of each student
as it fosters exploration, critical thinking, problem solving, and sound study habits. All subjects
are taught from a Christian perspective and prepare students for the next stage of education:
academically, socially, emotionally, physically, and spiritually.

In preschool and kindergarten, the classroom is a place for
students to learn and explore through active and experiential
learning. These concrete, hands-on activities in math, science,
and literacy become the basis for elementary school readiness. A
teacher and paraeducator team in each classroom ensures that all
students have the individual attention they need to learn and the
social-emotional support they need to thrive.
In elementary school, the goal of our curriculum is to provide a
solid academic foundation in the core classes of math, literature,
grammar, writing, science, and social studies. At this level,
students are taught critical thinking skills, problem-solving
strategies, and sound study habits that will prepare them for
middle school and independent learning.
Enrichment classes are part of every student’s schedule. Art,
music, physical education, and Spanish classes provide a complete
educational experience for students.

In addition, DSA’s curriculum is supported by our English
as a Second Language program and our Exceptional Student
Education program.

Technology
At Divine Savior Academy, technology plays an important role in
learning. Campus-wide WiFi connects students to valuable online
resources and a robust network is set up to provide students with
a safe learning space, while offering access to a multitude of tools
for research and innovation. Each classroom is equipped with
a projector, digital or interactive display capable of displaying
content from any device. Intentional integrations throughout the
curriculum foster communication, collaboration, critical thinking,
and creativity. Additionally, our campuses include computer labs,
moveable iPad carts, and classroom computers for use at the early
childhood and elementary school levels.
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A Community of Learning
Divine Savior is a community of families, students, educators, and friends. Our
students learn and grow with the support of caring teachers, dedicated professionals,
and involved families.

Supportive Teachers
Our highly-degreed and continuously-trained
teachers are committed to achieving excellence
by maintaining
• High academic standards.
• A safe, disciplined, and nurturing
environment.
• Individualized and personalized attention.
• Proactive home-school communication.
At Divine Savior, our teachers tailor their
instruction to challenge each student, not
a class average, by encouraging, engaging,
and motivating students to use their unique
abilities and talents. Our faculty also focuses
on educating the whole child: spiritually,
socially, emotionally, physically,
and academically.
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Involved Families
Divine Savior Academy is a community of families
working together to give our children not only an
excellent education, but also a happy, healthy childhood.
Our administrators, teachers, and staff believe this is
done best when parents and caregivers partner with
educators. To make this partnership work, we believe in
the following:
• Parental involvement in classroom activities like field
trips and special events
• A parent-teacher organization of volunteers (PTO)
• Family activities on campus. We love to host events
like Mother’s Day Brunch, Father’s Day Field Day,
Thanksgiving Feast, Family Fest, Sharing Night, class
picnics, and family movie nights to strengthen and
support our DSA community...and have fun, too!

A Christian Academy Dedicated to Excellence | 6

Fine Arts
While more and more schools cut the arts from their curriculums, Divine Savior Academy has a
growing, thriving fine arts program. Designed to create a well-rounded education for all its students,
DSA’s fine arts program also seeks to develop the God-given abilities of each individual student
through music and art classes, as well as after-school opportunities like private music lessons,
performance choirs, art clubs, dance classes, and drama productions.
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Activities

Divine Savior Academy has a variety of after-school educational experiences for our students.
Art and science fairs, spelling bees, talent shows, and a nationally-recognized chess team are just
a few of the ways that students can extend their learning experiences beyond the school day.
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Athletics
The mission of DSA’s athletic program is to strengthen the talents and abilities of the student-athlete,
as well as develop qualities such as teamwork, dedication, sportsmanship, and humility. Divine Savior
Academy encourages its students to have a healthy lifestyle through physical education classes and
extracurricular sports programs like volleyball, track & field, soccer, basketball, and tennis.
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Support and Resource Programs

English as a Second
Language (ESL)
Divine Savior Academy is part of a
multicultural and diverse community.
Our ESL program provides support for
elementary students new to the English
language by partnering with classroom
teachers and parents to help achieve a
proficiency of the language. Instruction
is held in our dedicated language center
with an ESL Director who holds a master’s
degree in Foreign Language Education.

Exceptional Student
Education (ESE)
Divine Savior Academy provides additional
support for exceptional students during
regular school hours in its on-site resource
center. Our ESE director and support
staff offer students individualized support
using interactive language and intentional
intervention to develop core academic
skills and higher order processing.

By stimulating areas of weakness with
specific techniques, learners can be
strengthened to support independent
learning. The Exceptional Student
Education department is dedicated to
helping students succeed and promotes a
love of learning in our elementary students.

Before and After School Care
DSA provides before and after school
child care on campus. Before school care
begins at 7:30 a.m., and after school care is
available until 6:00 p.m. on school days.

Hot Lunch
Students may purchase hot lunch or bring
their own lunch from home. See our
hot lunch menu for more information,
published monthly on our school website.

Tutoring
Private tutoring is available on campus
after regular school hours by members
of our staff.

Communication
Divine Savior Academy places a high
priority on keeping parents and families
informed. We make use of both an
online student information system and
an online campus learning management
system, providing access to our school
families no matter where or when they
need it. Likewise, we use automated email
and phone messaging systems to keep
our parents up-to-date with important
information.
Our website, DivineSaviorAcademy.com,
is updated regularly, and our dedicated
parent resource section provides answers to
most questions parents seek.
Divine Savior is also active on social media,
providing reminders, sports and activity
updates, and glimpses into classroom
activities.
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Doral Campus
Divine Savior is located in Doral, a suburb of Miami, Florida and serves
the Greater Miami area, including Kendall, Pembroke Pines, and Miramar.
Doral is a family-friendly, multicultural community known for safety,
beautiful parks, and its convenient location between Florida’s Turnpike and
Miami’s major freeways.
Divine Savior’s 14-acre campus includes an early childhood center, an
elementary and middle school building, and a separate high school
building to serve our PreK3-12th grade students. The Academy’s grounds
include two gymnasiums, tennis courts, a soccer field, a recreational
field, and a playground, as well as a weight room and dance studio. As
our campus continues to grow, a 723-seat Worship and Performing Arts
Center will be built on the corner of our grounds.
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Auditorium
Cafeteria
Library
Media Center
Music Studio
Science Labs
STEM Lab
Audio Visual Lab
Computer Lab
Art Studio

•
•
•
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•
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•
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•

Gymnasiums
Tennis Courts
Soccer Fields
Weight Room
Dance Studio
Chess Room
Playground
College Center
Outdoor Classroom
Lecture Halls
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Delray Beach Campus
Divine Savior Academy’s second campus is in Delray Beach, a safe, family-friendly community
situated on the Atlantic Ocean between Boca Raton and West Palm Beach, Florida.

Divine Savior Academy offers 41,600 square feet of educational
space comfortably situated on 10 acres of land. The campus
will include an early childhood center for preschool-1st grade
students and an elementary school for students in 2nd-5th grade.
The Academy’s new, modern building will feature 18 light-

filled classrooms, a library-media center, an auditorium with a
performance stage, administrative offices, and an indoor play
area, as well as two large art installations in transitional spaces.
The Academy’s grounds will include a playground, convenient
parking, and a recreational field.

v
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Our Mission in Delray Beach

For More Information

As an organization focused on serving families, Divine Savior Academy has
been providing excellence in education to the community of Doral for 12
years. DSA is excited to continue its mission of education and expansion
by providing the families of Delray Beach with the same college-prep
curriculum, supportive teachers, and Christian environment.

To receive more information about Divine
Savior Academy in Delray Beach, please email
DelrayBeach@divinesavioracademy.com,
call 561-414-6594, or schedule a tour of our Doral
campus online at DivineSaviorAcademy.com.

• Auditorium
• Cafeteria
• 18 Classrooms

• Indoor Play Area
• Outdoor Playground
• Art Installations

• Recreation Field
• Library and Media Center
• Convenient Parking
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“Divine Savior Academy has extremely dedicated teachers, a qualified and supportive administration, caring pastors, and
numerous loving parents that give of their time, talents, and treasures. You will not find a more loving school that puts the
needs of its students and families first. Much more than a school, DSA is a family. I am honored and proud to be a part of
the DSA family.”
- Jorge Calil, DSA Parent

Our alumni have been accepted to the following colleges and universities:
Adelphi University
American University
Antillas Adventist University
The Art Institute of Miami
Barry University
Baylor University
Bethany Lutheran College
Boston College
Boston University
California State University
Carnegie Mellon University
Chestnut Hill College
Concordia University
Colorado State University
Cornell University (Ivy League)
Emerson College
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida International University

Florida State University
Fordham University
Full Sail University
Georgetown University
George Washington University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Hilbert College
Indiana University-Bloomington
Ithaca College
Johnson & Wales University
The King’s College
Martin Luther College
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (M.I.T.)
Manchester University
Mercer University
Miami University of Art & Design
New York University

Doral Campus
10311 NW 58th Steet, Doral, FL 33178

New York Institute of Technology
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Nova Southeastern University
Ohio University
Penn State University
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Rice University
San Francisco Art Institute
St. John University
St. Thomas University
Stetson University
University of California-Berkeley
University of California-San Diego
University of Central Florida
University of Florida

divinesavioracademy.com
(305) 597-4545

University of Georgia
University of Kansas
University of Kentucky
University of Massachusetts
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puerto Rico
University of Rhode Island
University of Saint Thomas
University of South Florida
University of Tampa
University of Virginia
Suffolk University
Vanderbilt University
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Wisconsin Lutheran College

Delray Beach Campus
15935 Lyons Road, Delray Beach, FL 33446

